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RAFFLE GUIDELINES
Raffles are an easy and effective way to boost your fundraising at any event. 
Here is an overview of the Gambling Commission’s guidance on small lotteries 
(e.g. raffles, sweepstakes, tombolas), available in full here.  

Please note that this guidance is intended as a helpful summary of, and sign-
posting to, Gambling Commission guidance, and does not constitute legal 
advice. It is the responsibility of the people putting on a raffle to ensure that it 
is compliant, and we encourage all fundraisers to obtain their own independent 
legal advice in order to ensure that their project is compliant.

For more information on the different types of lotteries, visit the gambling commission’s 
website.

A raffle held on the day of your event does 
not have to be registered with your local 
authority as long as you meet the following 
conditions:

• Tickets must be sold on the day of the 
event and on its premises. Tickets can be 
sold over a number of days if the event is 
being held over a number of days.

• All tickets are sold for the same price, no 
offers or discounts.

• Tickets for alcoholic prizes can only be 
sold if the event’s venue has an alcohol 
licence.

• No more than £100 for expenses and 
£500 for the purchase of prizes can be 
deducted from ticket sales.

• The draw cannot roll over. The raffle must 
be drawn at the event.

SMALL RAFFLES LARGE SCALE  RAFFLES
If you are planning to sell raffle tickets 
ahead of your event, you will need to 
contact your local authority and obtain 
a ‘Small Lotteries Licence’. To apply for 
the licence, you must be a member 
of a registered not-for-profit group or 
association. You will also need to issue 
printed tickets. Each raffle ticket must 
state: 

• The name and registration number of the 
charity – The Prince’s Trust (England and 
Wales 1079675 and Scotland SC041198).

• The registration details of the local 
authority.

• The name and address of the promoter.

• The date and location of the draw.

• The price of the ticket.


